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had been fairly won. He was unquestionably the choice
of the convention. There was no claim that the will of the
majority had been subverted either through the action of
a committee on contested seats or in any other way. The
problem before him was thus a quite different one from that
presented to him twenty-eight years later in the National
Eepublican Convention of 1912. In opposing the nomina-
tion of Mr. Elaine he and his Eepublican associates had
been acting with a considerable body of professional Inde-
pendents, that is, men without allegiance to either of the
great political parties. Though he had been during his
brief public career an avowed Eepublican, seeking to
accomplish all his reforms through Eepublican aid and
inside party lines, his Independent associates, as soon as
the Elaine nomination was made, assumed that he
would leave his party and join them in seeking to ac-
complish Elaine's defeat by supporting the Democratic
candidate. In fact, they not merely asked but demanded
that he abandon the course which he had followed since his
entry into political life and upon which he had built his
public career. They were sincere in their belief that he
should do this. It seemed incredible to them that he could
do anything else. He gave them full credit for sincerity,
but declared that the question was one that he must insist
upon deciding for himself. He admitted frankly that he
had worked hard for the nomination of Edmunds and was
savagely indignant at his defeat, but he declined to say at
once what course he should pursue in regard to the nomi-
nation of Mr. Elaine. Various devices were used to force
him to declare his intentions, some by Eepublican politi-
cians, and others, not entirely creditable, by leading Inde-
pendents, but all in vain. He insisted upon deciding the
question for himself, and in his own way and time. He went
direct from the convention in Chicago to his ranch in
Dakota, and several weeks later put forth a formal state-
ment in which he defined his decision as follows:

"I intend to vote the Eepublican Presidential ticket.
While at Chicago I told Mr. Lodge that such was my inten-